
DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY 

In RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 

Program Description 

 

The program presents in an organized and understandable manner the mystery 
of God and His revelation. 

 

The program seeks to equip the graduates with advanced knowledge, skills and 

appreciation of their religious belief, and value system, and present them with deep 
conviction in a coherent manner. The program is designed specifically for teachers of 

religious education and for those who are responsible for developing religious and values 
education programs in Elementary, High School and Tertiary levels. It is also designed for 

those who are responsible for the formation of seminarians and lay apostolates. 

 

Program Educational Objectives 

 

In line with the University Mission statement, the program is designed to: 

1.  provide students with an advanced and integrated knowledge of scriptural 
revelation and religious doctrine considered in the light of problems and 
issues of the times, in a manner adapted to the local culture; 

2.  promote at a higher level the spiritual, moral, intellectual, cultural and social 

formation of the students’ 

 

3.  nurture and equip believers at an advanced level to communicate the truth 
of the scripture in the educational, prophetic and missionary dimensions, 
within the context of culture and human society; and 

 

4.  develop their research skills in the areas of Biblical Studies, Systematic 

Theology, Moral Theology or Spirituality and in other areas such as Justice, 

Peace and Cultural Studies. 

 

Admission Policies 

 

A student seeking admission to the program must comply with the following: 

1.  Hold a Master’s degree in Religious Studies, Theology or other related fields from 



an accredited college or university; 

1.1.  Applicant with a non-thesis MA degree will have to enroll in any of 

the following: 

 

a.  Six (6) units of integrating courses, one of which requires a major 

paper on  an action research or practicum in the major field as 

prerequisite to PhD program. 

b.   Six (6) units in Thesis. 

2.  Have to take the entrance tests of critical thinking (Watson Glasser) and intelligence 

(Concept Mastery Test); 

3.  Have to pass the panel interview; and 

4.  Have to submit other required documents for admission. 

 

Retention Policies 

 

To be retained in the program, the students must: 

1.  Maintain a satisfactory cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 1.75 (90) or 

better in all subjects taken for the entire duration of the program; and 

2.  Have not incurred a failure in any subject. 
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